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  LIVESTOCK JUDGING
Beginners in livestock judging must first learn names and locations of the various parts of animals.  Livestock terms are not the same for every type of stock, but only a short time is required to learn the names of various parts of several types of livestock.  Refer to your 4-H project manual to learn the parts of the animals.  Check yourself on a live animal.

JUDGING PROCEDURE:
A definite system of procedures should be followed in judging livestock.  This will prevent important parts from being overlooked and help in making a thorough observation quickly.  Keep the following points in mind while placing classes of livestock.

1.
Get a position at least 20 to 30 feet away from the animals where all of 


the animals in the class can be seen at the same time.  After a general view, 
get a side, front and rear view of each animal.  In this way a better idea 
regarding the type and conformation of each animal can be formed.

2.
Follow a definite system when approaching the animals for a close-up 
view.  
A good plan is to start at the head of each animal at which time a good


idea of not only the head but the depth of chest, width of top line and an idea 

of general thickness of the animal is obtained.  The next logical view would 
be from the rear where the fullness and depth of quarters, straightness of legs, 
width and levelness of rump, width of loin and back can be compared.  The 

next would be a side view where one can see definitely whether the animal is

compact, thick and smoothly covered.  Handling cattle and sheep is 
necessary, of course, to determine the degree and quality of covering.
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3.
Several methods may be used in placing a class.  Probably the best 

procedure is to locate the top animal in the class.  Then choose as the next

animal the one that most nearly approaches the conformation and quality of 
the one you have placed first.  Continue to line the animals up this way until

there is probably only one individual left which will automatically fall into 
last place.  After the animals have been lined up, more careful examination  

will have to be made to determine if the original lineup is correct.

4.
The first impression is usually the correct one.  Changing placing at the 
last minute indicates indecision on the part of the judge.  Weigh the points 
carefully and line the animals up in accordance with the best judgment.

5.
When sheep are handled, be sure that the fingers are held together to 

avoid making holes in the fleece.

6.
Sheep, of course, are smaller animals, but the same procedure of getting a 
general view from a distance should be followed with these animals as with 
cattle or horses.
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